
 

COMMENCEMENT

2021
S u n d a y ,  M a y  9



2021
GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT

1

C O M M E N C E M E N T

Queridos graduados,

A medida que comienzan el próximo paso en su vida profesional y personal, 
aplaudo sus logros y en nombre de la comunidad de Dominican University, les 
deseo mucho éxito y felicidad en el futuro.

La distribución de diplomas, de hecho, es un momento para celebrar los 
logros. También es una ocasión para reflexionar un poco sobre la misión de 
nuestra universidad. Hoy Dominican les proporciona un título. Ojalá se lleven 
mucho más que eso: un sentido de autoestima, una curiosidad por aprender y 
un compromiso no solo para tener éxito, sino también para servir.

En veritas y en caritas, que todos sus sueños se hagan realidad.

Atentamente,

Donna M. Carroll
Presidenta

Dear Graduates,

Today, as you begin the next step in your professional and personal lives, I 
applaud your accomplishments, and on behalf of the Dominican University 
community, I wish you all success and happiness in the future.

Commencement is indeed a moment to celebrate accomplishments. It is also 
an occasion to be a bit reflective about mission. Today Dominican provides 
you with a degree. Hopefully, you take away much more—a sense of self-
worth, a curiosity about learning and a commitment not only to succeed, but 
also to serve.

In veritas and in caritas, may all your dreams come true.

Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll
President



BOR R A 
COL L EGE 
OF HE A LT H 
SCIENCE S

Elizabeth T. MacNeil 
School of Nursing

Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing

Gisel Almazan
Gelena Alnas
Marcelo Altamirano
Patrice Augello
Egla Barrera
Cassidy Barth
Pranvera Biba
Julie Brewer
Abbey Brown
Nyema Burns
Maria Cervantes
Karina Contreras
Jocelyne De La O
Darryl De Leon
Askale Facey Phillips
Alice Gicela
Gabriela Gomez
Estefania Gomez Mejia
Kimberly Gonzalez
Ashley Graham
Michelle Gutierrez
Veronica Irla
Mhaylee Jimenez
Egi Kica
Mikaela Lozano
Kyra Ludwig
Olivia Magnussen
Ivan Martinez
Dinora Medrano
Mariana Mishchanchuk
Matthew Mulica
Lyudmyla Nahorna
Bernadette Nowacki

Julia Orozco
Christina Owrey
Deyona Raphy
Marla Salazar
Corina Saucedo
Yeseniya Suptelya
Robyn Sykes
Rie Uchida
Mariella Valdez
Royale Walker

Bachelor of Medical Science

Fausat Akinyemi
Xavier Alvarado
Anusha Amin
Danica Ann Antes
Alexandra Armellino
Alexandria Bawoll
Kieran Buckley
Maria Calderon
Destiny Dallas
Juan Diaz
Rebecca Furstenau
Noreen Gallian
Julia Garcia
Sara Garcia
Caliani Gaytan
Adjoa Ghansah
Jessica Graham
Chad Gurdish
Shahrukh Hameed
Rodrina Henriquez
Janeal James
Rabia Khan
Jackson Kumpf
Aaliyah Lopez
Linda Mac
Griffin Moore
Elyse Munganga
Jessica Paige
Sara Palacios
Bharvi Rajyaguru
Joshua Raymundo
Priyesha Sachdev
Rebecca Staff

Erika Stevens
Julie Suarez
Elisabeth Tapoi
Casey Thompson
Olivia Tuck
Clinton Wilm

Bachelor of Science, 
Coordinated Program in 
Dietetics 
 
Nour Alnatafi
Nicolette Cierpiala
Deanna Clancy
Corina Jensen
Daniela Limon
Dajana Marin
Kimberly Marrese
Izamaris Saez
Nicole Stewart
Mikaela Webb
Michael Zielinski

Bachelor of Science, 
Nutrition and Dietetics

Marija Cecez
Brittany Chapan
Matthew Dall
Leah Kostos
Spanish Studies

Jason Kurkul
Mireya Martinez
Selange Sims-Giannetto
Tanya Sotelo
Bethany Teator
Vera Torres
Priscilla Vargas
Christos Vassilakos
Ashley Wendle
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CANDIDATES
FOR
DEGREES

Participation in today’s 
program may not represent 
completion of all degree 
requirements by May 9, 
2021. The appearance 
or absence of any name 
in the program does not 
constitute recognition or 
denial of completion of 
degree requirements nor 
the conferring of honors. 
This is a ceremonial 
publication and not an 
official record of graduates.
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2021C O M M E N C E M E N T
UNDERGRADUATE CEREMONY

Master of Ceremonies 
Jeffrey Carlson, PhD 

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

	 Processional	  “Pomp and Circumstance No. 1,” by Edward Elgar

	 Invocation	 Lizbeth Montoya, Class of 2021 
 		  Rosary College of Arts and Sciences

	 Welcome	 Donna M. Carroll, EdD  
		  President

	 Presentation of Dorothy Reiner Mulroy Award to	 Lauryn Dominique Bergert, Class of 2021 
		  Rosary College of Arts and Sciences

	 Presentation of the Mother Evelyn	 Chad Rohman, PhD  
	 Murphy Excellence in Teaching Award	 Dean, Rosary College of Arts and Sciences 

	 Faculty Address	 Clodagh Weldon, DPhil 
		  Professor of Theology

	 Conferring of the Degree of Doctor	 Mary Ellen Caron '75, PhD 
	 of Humane Letters Honoris Causa to	 CEO, After School Matters

		  Timothy J. King 
		  Founder and CEO, Urban Prep Academies

	 Commencement Address	 Mr. King

	 Presentation of the	 Kavita Dhanwada, PhD 	  
	 Candidates for Degrees	 Founding Dean, Borra College of Health Sciences 

		  Roberto Curci, PhD 
		  Dean, Brennan School of Business

		  Jacob Bucher, PhD 
		  Founding Dean, College of Applied Social Sciences

		  Chad Rohman, PhD 
		  Dean, Rosary College of Arts and Sciences	

	 Conferring of Degrees	 President Carroll

	 Welcome from Alumnae/i Association	 Kevin M. Killips ’79

	 Benediction	 Sr. Jane Boland, OP 
		  Rosary College of Arts and Sciences

	 “So Proudly Dominican”	 Sue Kaszynski
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Evelyn Astudillo
BBA Management
Spanish Studies

Vanessa Avalos
BBA Management

AlHanouf Benmedhayan
BBA Management

Natasha Borden
BBA Management

Stefan Bulatovic
BBA Management

Josue Campoverde
BBA Management

Jeanette De La Rosa
BBA Management

Nicole Diaz
BBA Management

Khrystyna Doskochynska
BBA Management

Sandra Fuentes
BBA Management

Jeanette Gil
BBA Management

Bernisa Kamenjasevic
BBA Management

Candace Kipp
BBA Management

Maria Eduarda Kons 
Goncalves
BBA Management

Rafal Kowalski
BBA Management

Daniello Landin
BBA Management

Edgar Latorre
BBA Management

John McGuire
BBA Management

Lesley Rendon
BBA Management

Alondra Salgado
BBA Management

Bianca Spadafino
BBA Management

Andrew Tarpey
BBA Management

Tyler Trojan
BBA Management

Yesenia Valencia
BBA Management

Victoria Valentin
BBA Management
Marketing

Liliana Vasquez
BBA Management

Kamil Walasik
BBA Management

Jenna Wallace
BBA Management

Claire Widseth
BBA Management

Marketing 

Ana Cabral Gamboa
BBA Marketing

Daniel Defino
BBA Marketing

Quintin Eisner
BBA Marketing

Alan Garcia Baez
BBA Marketing

Izabela Golabek
BBA Marketing

Natalia Kocol
BBA Marketing

Grace Krusinski
BBA Marketing

Bridgid Mulvany
BBA Marketing

Jasmine Ramirez Morales
BBA Marketing
Management

Sarah Rosen
BBA Marketing

Greta Rupeika
BBA Marketing

George Sherman
BBA Marketing

Natalia Wzorek
BBA Marketing

COL L EGE 
OF A PPLIED 
SOCI A L 
SCIENCE S

Bachelor of Arts in  
Legal Studies

Carla Cochran 
Matylda Iskra 
Maria Parravicini 
Nicholas Seebaran

Bachelor of Professional 
Studies 

Andrea Diorio
Legal Studies

Catalina Reyes
Human Services

Nisa Santana
Legal Studies
Penola Sarden
Human Services

Early Childhood Education 
 
Guadalupe Arroyo
BA Early Childhood

Clarissa Munoz
BA Early Childhood

Crystal Sanchez 
BA Early Childhood

Elementary Education 

Raquel Aguilera
BA Elementary Education

Margarita Arcos
BA Elementary Education

Guadalupe Barron
BA Elementary Education

Maria Blancas
BA Elementary Education

Alice Cosajay
BA Elementary Education

Gloria Delgado
BA Elementary Education

Sandra Delgado
BA Elementary Education

Christina Dizonno
BA Elementary Education

Mirela Fejzic
BA Elementary Education

Ariel Kimbrough
BA Elementary Education

Mariely Munoz
BA Elementary Education

Lizeth Ortiz
BA Elementary Education

Melissa Portillo
BA Elementary Education

Kelly Presa
BA Elementary Education

Jasmin Sanchez
BA Elementary Education

Educational Studies 
 
Quari Taylor
BA Educational Studies

D O M I N I C A N  U N I V E R S I T Y
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BR EN NA N 
SCHOOL OF 
BUSI NE SS

Accounting 

Rosa Alvarez
BBA Accounting

Haya Alyashiei
BBA Accounting

Norah Alyashiei
BBA Accounting

Maria Delgado
BBA Accounting

Esperanza Gomez
BBA Accounting

Gisella Hurtado
BBA Accounting
Finance

Jianna Keska
BBA Accounting

Taras Khvostyak
BBA Accounting

Gerardo Lopez
BBA Accounting

Agostino Magnelli
BBA Accounting

Jose Alejandro Marchan
BBA Accounting

Elaine Martinez
BS Accounting

Pablo Montalvo
BBA Accounting

Jeremy Parker
BS Accounting

Ana Patino Perez
BBA Accounting

Angelica Socha
BBA Accounting
International Business

Harrison Stanny
BBA Accounting

Juan Varela
BBA Accounting
Finance

Wiktoria Wielgus
BBA Accounting

Business Administration

 
Sultan Aldarsouni 
BS Business Administration

Vito Benigno
BS Business Administration

Christian Carreon
BA Business Administration

Eli Geha
BA Business Administration

Vanessa Herrera
BA Business Administration

Monica Laureano
BA Business Administration

Jennifer Lopez
BA Business Administration

Alyssa Molina
BA Business Administration

Paola Montenegro
BA Business Administration

Ariel Sigaran
BA Business Administration

George Stanton
BA Business Administration

Cristian Zaragoza
BS Business Administration

Economics

Lucy Bax
BA Economics

Sarah Brown
BA Economics

Juan Gallegos
BBA Business Administration

Zacchaeus Hurt
BBA Business Administration

Anastasia Labadessa
BBA Business Administration
Finance

Fernando Lopez-Flores
BBA Business Administration

Janeckza Orozco
BA Economics

Finance

Jonathan Alvarez
BBA Finance

Obood Badahman
BBA Finance  
Management

Sultan Badahman
BBA Finance 
Management

Melvin Cardenas
BBA Finance

Joel Delgado
BBA Finance

Bregin DeMarco
BBA Finance

Matthew Frankowski
BBA Finance

Alberto Garcia
BBA Finance

Jessica Khamo
BBA Finance 
Accounting

Hubert Kuczynski
BBA Finance

Christopher Linkenbach
BBA Finance

Anthony Orbe
BBA Finance
Corporate Communication

Henry Ptack
BBA Finance

Jesus Rios
BBA Finance

Jameline Rojas
BBA Finance 
International Business

Tania Rosas
BBA Finance

Yadira Salas
BBA Finance 
Accounting

Nicholas Saleh
BBA Finance

Joshua Sapnu
BBA Finance

Ryan Simak
BBA Finance

Jackson Smith
BBA Finance

Javier Urbina
BBA Finance

Jorge Velasco
BBA Finance

International Business

Abdullah Almakrami
BBA International Business

Bandar Almutairi
BBA International Business
Management

Bianca Beteta
BA International Business

Jenny Chitlango
BBA International Business

Grace Morales
BBA International Business
Finance

Khalid Sahhari
BBA International Business
Management

Emily Silva
BBA International Business

Darek Szara
BBA International Business

Management 
Rebecca Aguilera

BBA Management

Amirah Alzahrani
BBA Management

U N DE RG R A DUAT E  DE G R E E S

BA Bachelor of Arts   BBA Bachelor of Business Administration   BS Bachelor of Science
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Desiree Reyes
BS Biology

Cheyenne Reza
BS Biology

Vanessa Salas
BS Natural Science

Alexis Salgado
BS Biology

Caroline Shorb
BS Natural Science

Leslie Sibri
BS Natural Science

Stephanie Solano
BS Biology

Luis Sosa
BS Natural Science

Paolo Speziale
BS Natural Science

Vineela Sukasi
BS Natural Science

Christopher Summers
BS Biology

Alexander Tobias
BS Biology

Maria Trimarco
BS Natural Science

Fiona Van Teylingen
BS Biology

Pablo Vargas
BA Natural Science

Cayla Welton
BA Natural Science

Sylwia Zabiegly
BS Biology

Communication Arts & 
Sciences

Mason Baker
BA Corporate Communication

Lissa Barragan
BA Communication Studies

Ingrid Burgos
BA Corporate Communication

Grelda Castrejon
BA Corporate Communication

Thomas Gibbons
BA Digital Journalism

Tyler Guest
BA Communication Studies

Ignacio Hernandez
BA Communication Studies

Troy Kates
BA Corporate Communication

James Mann
BA Communication Studies

Andrew Mariotti
BA Communication Studies

Danielle Ochoa
BA Corporate Communication

Yelyzaveta Paskevych
BA Corporate Communication
Intl Relations & Diplomacy

Isabelle Schindler
BA Digital Journalism

Ivan Trejo
BA Corporate Communication

Daisy Zaragoza
BA Corporate Communication

Computer Science

Julius Acar
BS Computer Science

Osvaldo Alvarez
BS Computer Science

Guadalupe Ballesteros
BS Computer Science

Michael Cross
BS Computer Science
Mathematics

Dante Diaz
BS Computer Science

Armando Jimenez
BS Computer Science
Computer Information Systems

Dillon McMahon
BS Computer Science

Dagoberto Ramirez
BS Computer Science

Kevin Robles
BS Computer Science

Eric Sigaran
BS Computer Science
Music

Aleksander Traczyk
BS Computer Science

Jarod Villapando
BS Computer Science

Dominik Yakoubek
BS Computer Science

Miguel Zuniga
BS Computer Science

English 

Sarah Butkovic
BA English

Meghan Conroy
BA English

Jazmin Hernandez Garcia
BA English

Natalie Mincy
BA English

Caitlin Moran
BA English

Dayana Moreno
BA English

Sharon Neiza
BA English

Citlali Ruiz
BA English

Miguel Salgado
BA English

Megan Walsh
BA English

Fashion Design/Merchandising

Bridgette Bazin
BA Fashion Merchandising

Antonia Bennett
BA Fashion Merchandising

Shayla Byron
BA Fashion Design
Fashion Merchandising

Claudia Cartagena 
Martinez
BA Fashion Merchandising

Isabelle Grubbs
BA Fashion Merchandising

Gillian Jones
BA Fashion Merchandising
Marketing

Emma McGreer
BA Fashion Merchandising

Mia Mendez
BA Fashion Merchandising

Anna Meraz
BA Fashion Merchandising
Fashion Design

Aileen Moreno
BA Fashion Design

Alisha Morgan
BA Fashion Merchandising

Isabella Navarro
BA Fashion Merchandising

Lauryn Sudduth
BA Fashion Design

History

Katia Benitez
BA History

Lauren Johnson
BA History

Hugo Luna
BA History

Margaret McClure
BA History
Art History

Ivan Sanchez
BA History

D O M I N I C A N  U N I V E R S I T Y
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Informatics  

Luis Aguilar Castellanos
BS Informatics

Katarzyna Buczek
BS Informatics

Leonel Cardenas
BS Informatics

Kenneth Claypool
BS Informatics

Leslie Favela
BS Informatics

Lourdes Fernandez
BS Informatics

Justin Hayes
BS Informatics

Eleanor Horan
BS Informatics

Alisha Markley
BS Informatics

Wojciech Pietrzak
BS Informatics

Achille Ruffolo
BS Informatics

Jonathan Seals
BS Informatics

Endrita Vinca
BS Informatics

Special Education

Paige Adkins
BA Special Education

Caroline Halperin
BA Special Education

Nicolette LoGrasso
BA Special Education

ROSA RY 
COL L EGE 
OF A RTS & 
SCIENCE S

Art and Design

Mohammed Aljuhani
BA Graphic Design

Alexa Folgar
BA Graphic Design

Colette Hamaj
BA Graphic Design

Lauren Hansford
BA Painting

Nicholas Lombardo
BA Graphic Design

Rocio Lopez
BA Graphic Design

Ingrid Monroy
BA Graphic Design

Natalie Stellato
BA Photo-Cinema

Erin Torphy
BA Graphic Design

Cecilia Winters McCarthy
BA Photo-Cinema

Dayana Zagal
BA Photo-Cinema

Biological Sciences

Michelle Achettu
BS Biology

Melanie Aguilar
BS Natural Science

Kelly Alvarez
BS Natural Science

Janette Arnold
BS Natural Science

Roque Bruno
BS Natural Science

Jennifer Caldwell
BS Natural Science

Carla Camacho
BS Natural Science

Lucy Capone
BS Natural Science

Mariah Cole
BS Natural Science
Black World Studies

Alexander Diana
BS Natural Science

Dilyana Dineva
BS Natural Science

Michelle Favela
BS Natural Science

Nathalie Flores
BS Biology

Valerie Gaberik
BS Natural Science

Cristhian Galindo
BS Natural Science

Angie Garcia
BS Natural Science

Elizabeth Gonzalez
BS Natural Science

Erika Guerrero Bernal
BS Biology

Evelyn Gutierrez
BS Natural Science

Lorena Guzman
BS Biology

Hailey Haff
BS Environmental Science

Edgar Hernandez
BS Biology

Lisbeth Hernandez
BS Biology

Julia Horn
BS Biology

Stephenee Huggans
BS Biology

Presiliana Huitron
BS Natural Science

Amanda Jenkins
BS Natural Science

Kevin Lakomy
BS Biology

Wilson Mackechney
BS Biology

Alexis Madrigal
BS Natural Science

Carleen Magpantay
BS Natural Science

Emily Mahoney
BS Natural Science

Pamela Martinez
BS Biology

Elizabeth Mills
BS Natural Science

Andrea Moreno
BS Biology

Haley Notzen
BS Natural Science

Mayur Patel
BS Biology

Yanesi Pena
BS Biology

Karolina Peza
BS Biology

Kelly Pina
BS Natural Science

Patrick Piwowarczyk
BS Natural Science

Aileen Poron
BS Biology

Kelly Raess
BS Natural Science

Samantha Ramirez
BS Natural Science

Kaitlyn Reidy
BS Biology

U N DE RG R A DUAT E  DE G R E E S

BA Bachelor of Arts   BBA Bachelor of Business Administration   BS Bachelor of Science
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Psychology

Lesley Arroyo Arellano
BA Psychology

Emily Ashman
BA Psychology

Cecilia Benavidez
BA Psychology

Carlos Benitez
BA Psychology
Study of Women & Gender

Lauryn Bergert
BA Psychology
Black World Studies

Haley Calabrese
BA Psychology

Vanessa Cardenas
BA Psychology

Katherine Carper
BA Psychology

Norma Chavez
BS Psychology

Brianna Chmielewski
BS Psychology

Adriana Cortes
BA Psychology

Elizabeth Cortez
BA Psychology

Lourdes Covarrubias
BA Psychology

Alma Diaz-Martinez
BA Psychology

Mariana Flores
BA Psychology

Lesley Flores-Llapapasca
BA Psychology

Sylvia Floretta
BA Psychology

Kristen Garcia
BA Psychology

Nancy Garcia
BA Psychology

Mimi Gonzalez
BA Psychology

Angelise Gorss
BA Psychology

Natalie Jones
BA Psychology

Katie Kennedy
BA Psychology

Janet Lechuga
BA Psychology
Study of Women & Gender

Caitlin Linnear
BA Psychology

Melissa Lopez
BA Psychology

Alfredo Loza
BA Psychology
Spanish Studies

Isabella Maciejewski
BA Psychology

Larissa Martinez
BA Psychology

Jessica Mata
BA Psychology

Isabelle McGuinnis
BA Psychology

Leslie Medrano
BA Psychology

Antonio Mora-Salcedo
BA Psychology

Gustavo Murillo
BS Psychology

Mayra Ochoa
BA Psychology

Analy Ortiz
BA Psychology

Jennifer Peralta
BA Psychology

Kelly Pezan
BA Psychology

Tabatha Price
BA Psychology

Claudia Quintero
BA Psychology

Alina Ramirez
BA Psychology

Brenda Rodriguez
BS Psychology

Vanessa Sanchez
BA Psychology

Xesenia Schrepfer
BA Psychology

Juan Solis
BA Psychology

Cesar Sosa
BA Psychology

Joselyn Urbina Miranda
BA Psychology

Mayra Vazquez
BA Psychology

Leslie-Nicole Vega
BA Psychology

Stephanie Viruet
BS Psychology

Kamilla Wielgat
BA Psychology

Sociology and Criminology 

Vicente Adan
BA Criminology
Sociology

Christian Bate-Soto
BA Sociology

Alondra Bedoy
BA Sociology
Criminology

Karen Camacho
BA Criminology
Sociology

Adrian Cebula
BA Sociology

Christian Colon
BA Sociology

Nayeili De Los Santos
BA Sociology
Criminology

Esmeralda Diaz
BA Sociology
Criminology

Juan Escamilla
BA Sociology
Criminology

Maria Gallarzo
BA Criminology
Sociology

Luz Marina Gasca
BA Sociology
Criminology

Melanie Gutierrez
BA Criminology
Sociology

Yessenia Hernandez
BA Sociology
Criminology

Alejandra Juarez
BA Criminology

Maryana Kalakaylo
BA Criminology

Jennyfer Luna
BA Sociology

Abigail Marchetti
BA Criminology

Yaritza Marquez
BA Sociology
Criminology

Yaritza Marroquin
BA Sociology

Joshua Mercado
BA Sociology

Melody Molina
BA Sociology
Criminology

Michelle Montoya
BA Criminology
Sociology

Kathryn Moreno
BA Sociology
Criminology

BA Bachelor of Arts   BBA Bachelor of Business Administration   BS Bachelor of Science
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Interdepartmental Major

Cashmere Turner
BA Cultural Studies

Mathematics 

Elizabeth Abad
BA Mathematics

Jeffrey Adame
BS Mathematics

Meyahueltzin Angeles
BA Mathematics

Steve Carrasco
BS Math and Computer Science

Jonathan Cruz
BS Mathematics

Jonathan Hernandez
BS Mathematics

Anusha Mody
BA Mathematics

Alondra Montenegro
BS Mathematics

Madison Palmer
BS Math and Computer Science

Samuel Pardinas
BA Mathematics

Marcos Puma
BS Mathematics

Ronny Rivera
BS Mathematics

Nicholas Roeper
BA Mathematics

David Silva
BS Mathematics

Zayra Solis
BA Mathematics

Modern Foreign Languages 

Mariana Guadalupe Garcia
BA Spanish Studies 
Corporate Communication

Yency Garcia
BA Spanish Studies

Sydney Haddox
BA Spanish Studies
Philosophy

Jacob Johnson
BA Spanish Studies

Bianca Rendon
BA Spanish Studies

Karen Ruvalcaba
BA Spanish Studies

Stephanie Valladares
BA Spanish Studies

Neuroscience

Annette Garcia
BS Neuroscience

George Garcia
BS Neuroscience

Izamar Garza
BS Neuroscience

Katherine Guiracocha 
Larios
BS Neuroscience

Paola Gutierrez
BS Neuroscience

Aleida Lopez
BS Neuroscience

Aysha Mahmood
BS Neuroscience

Kiara Psalm Rana
BS Neuroscience

Maria Soto
BS Neuroscience

Jessica Tokarz
BS Neuroscience

Philosophy

Noah Groll
BA Philosophy

Laura Ramos
BA Philosophy
Spanish Studies

Jared Schmook
BA Philosophy

Carlos Vazquez
BA Philosophy

Physical Sciences

Kassandra Babelonia
BS Biology-Chemistry

Monica Duron
BS Chemistry
Neuroscience

Mary Eterno
BS Biology-Chemistry

Madison Fette
BS Chemistry

Elizabeth Foot
BS Chemistry

Gabriela Giza
BS Biology-Chemistry

Stephanie Gonzalez
BS Biology-Chemistry

Samantha Hatfield
BS Chemistry

Kristina Ivanova
BS Biology-Chemistry

Vesela Ivanova
BS Biology-Chemistry

Margaret Jasiewicz
BS Chemistry

Tommy Koniewicz
BS Biology-Chemistry

Antonio Milazzo
BS Biology-Chemistry

Abigail Parra
BS Biology-Chemistry

Sarah Ptack
BS Biology-Chemistry

Miguel Rivas
BS Biology-Chemistry

Luke Tomzik
BS Chemistry
Biology

Political Science

Kadir Castellanos
BA Intl Relations & Diplomacy
Political Science 

Angel Cordero
BA Political Science
Economics

Natalie Delatorre
BA Political Science
Spanish Studies

Freddy Hurtado
BA Political Science

Georgia Jackson
BA Political Science
Philosophy

Erica Martinez
BA Political Science

Stephanie Martinez
BA Political Science

Trevionoa Matthews
BA Political Science

Shannon Page
BA Political Science

Max Ramos
BA Political Science

Christina Ricano
BA Intl Relations & Diplomacy

Laura Shaw
BA Intl Relations & Diplomacy

Aleksandra Slowik
BA Political Science

U N DE RG R A DUAT E  DE G R E E S
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Theatre Arts 
 
Theresa Cox
BA Theatre Arts

Andre Easton
BA Theatre Arts

Bryson Reid
BA Theatre Arts
Educational Studies

Anna Thomas 
BA Theatre Arts

Theology 
 
Lizbeth Montoya
BA Theology

Sociology and Criminology 
 
Carolina Munoz
BA Criminology
Sociology

Jennifer Ochoa
BA Criminology
Sociology

Noemi Pena
BA Sociology
Criminology

Kate Pensamiento
BA Sociology

Jocelyn Ramirez
BA Criminology

Lesly Soto
BA Sociology
Criminology

Dustin Stidmon
BA Sociology
Criminology

Denise Valentin
BA Criminology

Julie Vazquez
BA Criminology
Sociology

Study of Women and Gender 

Maria Lemus
BA Study of Women & Gender
Sociology

Anna Ramos
BA Study of Women & Gender

HONORS OF DISTINCTION
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Notations for Honors and Distinction listed in this program are tentative and are based upon student achievements exclusive of the student’s final semester of coursework.

MAZZUCHELLI SCHOLARS HONORS PROGRAM 

Michelle Achettu **
Kassandra Babelonia
Lucy Bax
Carlos Benitez
Bianca Beteta *
Julie Brewer
Sarah Brown *
Sarah Butkovic
Katherine Carper
Brianna Chmielewski
Meghan Conroy **
Michael Cross
Natalie Delatorre
Monica Duron
Leslie Favela
Madison Fette
Gabriela Giza
Noah Groll
Caroline Halperin
Lauren Hansford
Samantha Hatfield
Eleanor Horan
Georgia Jackson
Jacob Johnson
Lauren Johnson
Gillian Jones
Jianna Keska *
Daniela Limon *
Nicolette LoGrasso

Agostino Magnelli
Margaret McClure
Antonio Milazzo
Caitlin Moran
Aileen Moreno *
Kathryn Moreno
Sharon Neiza
Kelly Piña
Tabatha Price
Henry Ptack
Sarah Ptack
Vanessa Sanchez
Jared Schmook
Laura Shaw
Caroline Shorb
Angelica Socha
Derek Szara
Anna Thomas
Luke Tomzik
Pablo Vargas
Leslie-Nicole Vega
Megan Walsh
Mikaela Webb
Claire Widseth

* December 2020 graduation
** Summer 2021 graduation

DEGREE WITH DISTINCTION

Carlos Benitez 
Distinction in Psychology

Lauryn Bergert 
Distinction in Psychology

Katherine Carper 
Distinction in Psychology

Meghan Conroy 
Distinction in English

Kristen Garcia 
Distinction in Psychology

Gabriela Giza 
Distinction in Psychology

Alfredo Loza 
Distinction in Psychology

Caitlin Moran 
Distinction in English

Pablo Vargas  
Distinction in Natural Science

Mikaela Webb 
Distinction in Nutrition and 
Dietetics

Mazzuchelli Scholars Honors Program graduates are highly motivated, high-
achieving students who challenged themselves in thought provoking honors semi-
nars and honors courses. Graduates who successfully met these challenges are 
awarded a degree of Bachelor of Arts with University Honors, Bachelor of Science 
with University Honors, Bachelor of Business Administration with University Honors, 
and Bachelor of Science in Nursing with University Honors. Graduates who elect 
to complete both honors coursework and the distinction project are awarded the 
degree with University Honors and Distinction in their major.

Mazzuchelli Scholars and students in high standing in their major are given the 
opportunity to complete a distinction project. This research project is designed 
by such students in their junior and senior years as a distinctive and substantial 
scholarly or creative work in their major field. Graduates who elect to complete 
both honors coursework and the distinction project are awarded the degree with 
University Honors and Distinction in their major.

C O M M E N C E M E N T2021
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Students earning Latin honors must complete a required minimum number of hours at Dominican. Notations for honors listed in this program are tentative and are based upon student 
achievements exclusive of the student’s final semester of coursework; final determination of honors is based on all graded coursework completed at Dominican. Students whose final grades either 
raise them into a higher category or drop them into a lower category (including not qualifying for Latin honors) will have the appropriate designation noted on the diploma and on the transcripts.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Agostino Magnelli
Andrew Mariotti
Kimberly Marrese
Erica Martinez
Caitlin Moran
Mariely Munoz
Bernadette Nowacki
Lizeth Ortiz
Yelyzaveta Paskevych
Ana Patino Perez
Henry Ptack
Sarah Ptack
Deyona Raphy
Cristina Ricano
Vanessa Sanchez
Laura Shaw
Harrison Stanny
Natalie Stellato
Megan Walsh
Mikaela Webb
Ashley Wendle
Claire Widseth
Michael Zielinski

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Magna cum laude graduates have 

earned a cumulative grade point 

average of 3.70 to 3.89 

Haya Alyashiei
Guadalupe Arroyo
Sultan Badahman
Mason Baker
Guadalupe Barron
Cassidy Barth
Christian Bate-Soto
Carlos Benitez
Katia Benitez
AlHanouf Benmedhayan
Lauryn Bergert
Maria Blancas
Sarah Butkovic
Deanna Clancy
Adriana Cortes
Michael Cross
Natalie Delatorre
Sandra Delgado
Christina Dizonno
Khrystyna Doskochynska
Monica Duron
Mary Eterno
Lourdes Fernandez
Madison Fette
Kristen Garcia
Alan Garcia Baez
Luz Marina Gasca
Jeanette Gil
Estefania Gomez Mejia

Noah Groll
Isabelle Grubbs
Sydney Haddox
Caroline Halperin
Yessenia Hernandez
Eleanor Horan
Julia Horn
Gisella Hurtado
Amanda Jenkins
Jianna Keska
Natalia Kocol
Hugo Luna
Isabella Maciejewski
Emily Mahoney
Abigail Marchetti
Jessica Mata
Margaret McClure
Emma McGreer
Antonio Milazzo
Ingrid Monroy
Pablo Montalvo
Michelle Montoya
Grace Morales
Alisha Morgan
Carolina Munoz
Lyudmyla Nahorna
Isabella Navarro
Shannon Page
Maria Parravicini
Kelly Presa
Tabatha Price
Laura Ramos
Miguel Rivas

Summa cum laude graduates have 

earned a cumulative grade point 

average of 3.90 to 4.0

Kassandra Babelonia
Lucy Bax
Antonia Bennett
Bianca Beteta
Sarah Brown
Lucy Capone
Kadir Castellanos
Brianna Chmielewski
Christian Colon
Alice Cosajay
Leslie Favela
Mirela Fejzic
Mariana Flores
Alice Gicela
Kimberly Gonzalez
Tyler Guest
Michelle Gutierrez
Lauren Hansford
Samantha Hatfield
Jazmin Hernandez Garcia
Georgia Jackson
Jacob Johnson
Lauren Johnson
Gillian Jones
Candace Kipp
Leah Kostos
Daniela Limon
Melissa Lopez
Alfredo Loza

2021C O M M E N C E M E N T
ACADEMIC HONORS

LATIN HONORS
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Marla Salazar
Xesenia Schrepfer
Ryan Simak
Aleksandra Slowik
Angelica Socha
Darek Szara
Anna Thomas
Luke Tomzik
Erin Torphy
Aleksander Traczyk
Stephanie Viruet
Kamil Walasik
Sylwia Zabiegly

CUM LAUDE

Paige Adkins
Rebecca Aguilera
Meyahueltzin Angeles
Margarita Arcos
Emily Ashman
Obood Badahman
Lissa Barragan
Natasha Borden
Abbey Brown
Stefan Bulatovic
Karen Camacho
Josue Campoverde
Katherine Carper
Christian Carreon
Grelda Castrejon
Angel Cordero
Lourdes Covarrubias
Daniel Defino
Quintin Eisner
Askale Facey Phillips
Sandra Fuentes
Annette Garcia
Thomas Gibbons
Gabriela Giza
Izabela Golabek

Angelise Gorss
Erika Guerrero Bernal
Colette Hamaj
Matylda Iskra
Egi Kica
Ariel Kimbrough
Edgar Latorre
Janet Lechuga
Christopher Linkenbach
Nicolette LoGrasso
Jennifer Lopez
Alisha Markley
Yaritza Marroquin
Larissa Martinez
John McGuire
Anusha Mody
Melody Molina
Antonio Mora-Salcedo
Bridgid Mulvany
Sharon Neiza
Analy Ortiz
Jeremy Parker
Noemi Pena
Kelly Pina
Brenda Rodriguez
Nicholas Roeper
Crystal Sanchez
Jasmin Sanchez
Joshua Sapnu

Cum laude graduates have earned 

a cumulative grade point average of 

3.5 to 3.69

Corina Saucedo
Jared Schmook
Caroline Shorb
Selange Sims-Giannetto
Stephanie Solano
Bianca Spadafino
Yeseniya Suptelya
Alexander Tobias
Javier Urbina
Juan Varela
Priscilla Vargas
Liliana Vasquez
Julie Vazquez
Leslie-Nicole Vega
Royale Walker
Wiktoria Wielgus
Dominik Yakoubek
Miguel Zuniga



2021C O M M E N C E M E N T
UNDERGRADUATE HONORED GUESTS

Tim King did not grow up like the young Black 
men to whom he has dedicated his life. But he 
is determined to provide for them some of the 
same pathways that propelled his success. As 
founder and CEO of Urban Prep Academies, 
King instills in his students a firm belief in their 
potential and ability to succeed, regardless of 

their circumstances. 

King grew up in an affluent Chicago neighborhood filled with 
doctors and lawyers and business owners, all of whom served 
as role models. His parents, members of Chicago’s Black elite, 
created a philanthropic foundation and instilled in their son the 
importance of giving back to his community.  

King attended St. Ignatius College Prep, where he excelled 
academically and participated in a plethora of extracurricular 
activities. While attending Georgetown University Law School 
in Washington, D.C, he taught history at a nearby Catholic high 
school, an experience that sparked his passion for leveling the 
playing field that divides privileged and disadvantaged students. 

In 2002, King founded the first of three all-male Urban Prep 
Academies in an effort to address Chicago’s dismal graduation rate 
for Black males. The network now serves 1,500 young men each 
year, providing stability and safety as well as a rigorous curriculum 
and a wide variety of extracurricular activities and community 
service opportunities. Since 2010, 100 percent of Urban Prep 
graduates have been admitted to four-year colleges. 

King has been justifiably lauded for his work, including by People 
Magazine, which named him one of its Heroes of the Year, and by 
Chicago Magazine, which included him as a 2010 “Chicagoan of 
the Year.” 

Mary Ellen Caron always has had the best 
interests of children in heart and mind. She has 
spent her entire adult life enhancing the lives of 
youth, particularly those who are marginalized 
and under-resourced. 

As Chief Executive Officer of After School 
Matters, which is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year, Caron 
manages one of the country’s largest and most successful providers 
of after-school programs and paid summer internships for Chicago 
teens, 84 percent of whom live in low-income communities. 
Under her leadership, the nonprofit organization has experienced 
significant growth—in participation, programs and financial 
resources. 

Caron brought to After School Matters years of experience 
as a child advocate and teacher. Prior to her appointment in 
2012, she worked for the City of Chicago as Commissioner 
of the Department of Family and Support Services and as the 
Commissioner of the Department of Children and Youth Services. 
From 2001 to 2004, she served as special assistant to Chicago 
Public Schools CEO Arne Duncan. 

After graduating from Dominican University, Caron started her 
career as an elementary school teacher in the Austin neighborhood 
and before her appointment as principal of St. Thomas Aquinas 
School. In 1989, she became the founding principal of Francis 
Xavier Warde Elementary School, an innovative Catholic school 
launched by Maggie Daley and Father Jack Wall of Old St. Patrick’s 
Church. 

Caron holds a doctoral degree in educational leadership and policy 
from Loyola University and serves on the boards of directors for 
multiple youth and education-related advisory committees in 
Chicago.  

HONORARY DEGREE HONORARY DEGREE AND 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Mary Ellen Caron Timothy J. King

2021C O M M E N C E M E N T
UNDERGRADUATE UNIVERSITY ACCOLADES

Dr. Clodagh Weldon serves as professor of theology, chair of the 
theology department and director of the Oxford study abroad 
program, which gives her the opportunity to return to Oxford 
University, where she earned her bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral 
degrees. She has taught at Dominican since 2000. She is the author 
of Fr. Victor White O.P.: The Story of Jung's 'White Raven' and co-
editor of Teaching Jung.

Weldon is now a two-time recipient of the Mother Evelyn Murphy 
Award, having previously won in 2005. She was featured as a 
case study of highly effective undergraduate teaching in Barbara 
Walvoord's Teaching and Learning in College Introductory Religion 
Courses. Rosary College of Arts and Sciences is particularly  
grateful for her work as theology chair, her leadership of and  
innovative thinking about the theology major and minor, as well 
as her consistently strong contributions to the honors program,  
as well as the senior-level Enduring Questions seminars, which she 
has taught for many years.

Lauryn Bergert is completing her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
and Black World Studies. She worked as a research assistant and 
developed her own Degree with Distinction project entitled “The 
Power of Relationships: Bridging the Gap Between Race and 
College Retention.” She presented her findings at URSCI and the 
Midwestern Psychological Association Conference. 

Bergert has worked as a Peer LEADer and been involved in 
numerous campus organizations, including the Black Student 
Union and the National Association of Colored Women’s Club. 
Most recently, she co-founded our new Center for Cultural 
Liberation.

Outside of Dominican University, she strives to continue the fight 
for social justice and social change, as she co-founded and serves 
as an executive board member of QC BLM Support Group and 
also the creator of a project called #NotOneInTheSpirit, which 
was created to bring light to the discrimination and hatred at her 
former high school. 

After graduation, Bergert will continue her studies at Roosevelt 
University’s clinical psychology doctoral program.

DOROTHY REINER MULROY AWARD ROSARY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP AND 
TEACHING AWARD

Each year since 1983, the university has bestowed the Dorothy Reiner Mulroy Award 
upon a graduating senior. The award was established by the late Thomas R. Mulroy  
to honor his wife, Dorothy, a member of the Class of 1931, on the occasion of their 
50th wedding anniversary. The Mulroy Award honors a student who has shown  
outstanding academic ability and leadership throughout his or her years at Dominican.

For more than 30 years, the faculty of the Rosary College of Arts and Sciences has 
selected a colleague to receive this award. The recipient must demonstrate a strong 
record of service to the college and university through significant work on standing 
committees and other important administrative duties. In addition, he or she must have 
an excellent continuing record of scholarship, along with compelling evidence of teach-
ing effectiveness, including curricular innovations and classroom practices that promote 
student learning.

Lauryn Bergert 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and  
Black World Studies

Clogagh Weldon, DPhil 
Professor of Theology
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GRADUATE DEGREES

2021 C O M M E N C E M E N T

2021C O M M E N C E M E N T

Master of Ceremonies 
Jeffrey Carlson, PhD 

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

	 Processional	 “Pomp and Circumstance No. 1,” by Edward Elgar

	 Invocation	 Evelyn Carissa, Class of 2021 
		  Master of Science in Nutrition

	 Welcome	 Donna M. Carroll, EdD  
		  President

	 Presentation of the Outstanding Student Award to 	 Andrew Cox, Class of 2021 
		  Master of Science in Software Development

	 Presentation of the Excellence in Teaching Award	 Roberto Curci, PhD 
		  Dean, Brennan School of Business

	 Faculty Address	 Elizabeth Collier, PhD 
		  Professor of Ethics 
		  Christopher Chair in Business Ethics

	 Conferring of the Degree of Doctor	 David Ansell, MD and Paula Grabler, MD 
	 of Humane Letters Honoris Causa to	 Rush University Medical Center

	 Commencement Address	 Dr. Ansell

	 Presentation of the	 Jacob Bucher, PhD 
	 Candidates for Degrees	 Founding Dean, College of Applied Social Sciences

		  Kavita Dhanwada, PhD 	  
	 	 Founding Dean, Borra College of Health Sciences 

		  Roberto Curci, PhD 
		  Dean, Brennan School of Business

		  Chad Rohman, PhD 
		  Dean, Rosary College of Arts and Science	

	 Conferring of Degrees	 President Carroll

	 Welcome from Alumnae/i Association	 Anne Kohler ’81 

	 Benediction	 Peter Alonzi, PhD  
		  Professor of Economics

	 “So Proudly Dominican”	 Sue Kaszynski	

GRADUATE CEREMONY
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CANDIDATES
FOR
DEGREES
Participation in today’s 
program may not 
represent completion of 
all degree requirements 
by May 9, 2021. The 
appearance or absence 
of any name in the 
program does not 
constitute recognition 
or denial of completion 
of degree requirements 
nor the conferring 
of honors. This is a 
ceremonial publication 
and not an official 
record of graduates.
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COL L EGE 
OF A PPLIED 
SOCI A L 
SCIENCE S

School of Information 
Studies

Doctor of Philosophy

Michelle Kaput Benedicta
Dissertation:
Generation Examination: A Phenomenological 
Study of Generation X Women and Mobile 
Games

D.L. Tilford Grant Jr. 
Dissertation:

Towards a Certain Future: Local History 
Collections, Archives and Neighborhood 
Gentrification

Andrea Jamison 
Dissertation:

The Train That Never Left the Station: An 
Analysis of How the Collection Development 
Policies of Children’s Books at Academic 
Libraries Address Diversity

Master of Library and 
Information Science 

Charles Ahlborn
Emily Banas
Beth Belew
Holly Beverley
Jessica Bond
Claudia Brand
Twan Brown-Mitchell
Eilis Corcoran
Tosha Cottrell
Kara Craig
Jean Crockett
Jacob Dotson
Cheryl Edgecombe
Courtney Ellis
Erin Fergus
Amanda Gaston
Melissa Georges
Michael Gianoli
Susan Gordon

Ashanta Harrison
Merritt Harrison
Tara Hinkley
Tristin Jackson
Troy Jackson
Olivia Johnson
Shannon Kennedy
Susan Kiss
Emily Klotz
Krista Kosar
Rebekkah LaRue
Michael Loiacono
Colleen Malo
Mary Alice Maloney
MaryKellie Marquez
Daniela Martinez
Madeline McGuire
Connie Meade
Libcel Mercado
Aaron Mercer
Najera Miljevic
Laura Negrete
Melissa Newman
Michelle Ortega
Katie Parfitt
Jabez Patterson
Maria Planansky
Jay Robillard
Caitlin Rochau
Ricardo Rodriguez
Anna Rogers
Margaret Rountree
William Ruttenberg
Nora Sanchez
Sandy Sanchez
Stephen Sherwood
Tiffany Skelnik
Allison Smith
Jessica Smith
Sally Snyder
Carly Stauss 
Natalie Stringer
Angel Swartz
Jessica Tarnowski
Kenneth Theisen
Monica Waligorski
Kaleena Woodard
Renee Yunker

Master of Science in 
Information Management

 
Charles Ahlborn
Luisa Berardi
Cheryl Edgecombe
Marissa Giesler
Valerie Jones
Mario Rojba
Azen Sabo
Carl Urness
Natasha Wojcicki

School of Education

Master of Arts in Education

Reema Assil
Kelli Blakeslee
Joaquin Cardenas
Sarah Christerson
Andreea Covaliu
Alyson DeLaney
Krista Fassola
Victoria Foss
Daryl Howell
Jeanmarie Jacobs-Maramba
Kimberly Kanofsky
Ellissa Langston
July Miranda
Richard Mosley
Amanda Pratl
Katelyn Ratterman
Amy Sanchez
Megan Schibelka
Evelyn Sorto
Kelley Spiro
Taylor Sundheim
Gisella Torres
Joseph Tuttle
Georgette Vander Velde
Bridget Ziegler

2 021  G R A DUAT E  DE G R E E S
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Master of Arts in Teaching

Connor Cunningham
Morgan Daly
Timothy Foley
Joseph Forberg
Sabina Hussaini
Jordan Miller
Jenaya Minter
Michael O'Brien-Britton
Julian Ochoa
Natalia Ortiz
Brittany Overlock
Maria Powell
Meghan Richards
Robert Sassetti
Cassandra Schneider
Sara Stellfox
Josh Stubbs
Kara Tegmeyer

Master of Science in Special 
Education

Aliaa Alkasagy
Christina Atherton
Anna Barabba
William Baran
Pearl Cervantes
Amanda Chavez
Christina Cook
Maura Gilow
Joanna Hernandez
Sonia Hernandez
Terri Hockett
Paula Hurtado
John Kamplain
Kevin Lambert
Courtney Leske
Maria Martinez
Ruqayyah McCallum
Latrice Mitchell
Philip Pilger
Mia Preston
Inla Reed
Tanya Salgado
Joseph Siegert
Esnelia Vargas
Catherina Webster

School of  
Social Work

Master of Social Work

Alexis Aguilar
Melissa Andrade
Melissa Arellano
Mireya Barajas
Earvin Batitang
Brianna Baylor
Heather Blaney
Tess Boretti
Judy Bramson
Vincent Burton
Mariaelena Cisneros
Lapree Crawford
Diana Cristino
Kaley Daleske
Rachel Day
Areli Delgado
Roseli Diaz
Takia Dixon
Nancy Engel
Amy Garcia De La Vega
Jessica Guzman
Cynthia Huerta 
Margaret Mary Johnson
Nicholas Krentiras
Victoria Lara
Lilyanna Lebron
Jennifer Lewanczyk
Jennifer Long
Jessica Lopez
Jocelyn Machain
Sonia Magana
Stephanie Magee
Carmen Marin-Quarles
Mark Marroquin
Socorro Martinez
Katherine McGranahan
Kaitlyn Mentone
Priscilla Mercado
Megan Mrazek
Julia Navarrete
Samantha O'Keefe
Mary Oliver
Alex Paradiyil James

Brenda Pasia
Vanessa Patino
Ashley Perez
Patrick Quaid
Jiana Quimson-Baez
Riley Ramirez
Alejandra Reyes
Janese Rios
Erika Roman
Tania Roman
Jessica Ruiz
Krystal Sanders
Monica Sierra
Raven Simpson
Amber Smith
Dulce Tejada
Patricia Tellez
Shelgy Thomas
Caitlin Tilley
Isaac Vieyra
Andrea Williams
Lawanda Willis
Alexandra Wilson
Matthew Wohlgemuth
Joey Yerger
Michaela Young
Krizia Zavala

College of Applied 
Social Sciences

Master of Arts in Conflict 
Resolution

Mary Dougherty
Yolanda Flores
Sararose LaGreca
Carlton Marcyan
Andrea Miranda
Kelly O'Connor
Naushina Rahman
Michelle Rocha
Elizabeth Scott
Elena Suaste
Venessa Sullivan
Diamond Whaley

G R A DUAT E  DE G R E E S
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BOR R A 
COL L EGE 
OF HE A LT H 
SCIENCE S

Master of Medical Science in 
Physician Assistant Studies

Caitlin Brauneis
Annmarie Brown
Kaitlin Cavanagh
Alan Favela
Theodore Harrold
Gabriela Juache
Katlyn Kappel
Natalie Krupinski
Kellie Kurt
Kayla McCarthy
Rachel Murphy
Lauren Nelson
Nhung Nguyen
Taylor Olson
Mayte Ornelas
Lorenzo Pavoloni
Jamie Rawl
Rachel Rinehart
Sydney Sabino
Lindsey Sayner
Cristian Silva
Sana Sultana
Natalie Tannenbaum
Eleanor Theobald
Melissa Vizza
Matthew Weist
Sade Wright
Markus Wrobel

Master of Science in 
Nutrition	  
Charles Kite 
Archita Vohra

Master of Science in 
Nutrition with Supervised 
Practice 

David Alcauter
Nour Alkarzon
Carlin Banna
Alissa Bedtke
Evelyn Carissa
Haley Cecala
Lisa Chiefari
Haven Cooper
Marcella Doucet
Ivonn Galvan
Nadia Gomez
Olesya Grabar
Katrina Grande
Chelsea Hale-Delao
Elizabeth Harrington
Claire Hasley
Maureen Luschen
Ciara Murabito
Megan O'Grady
Brooke Pieke
Aubrey Sanford
Devanee Washington

BR EN NA N 
SCHOOL OF 
BUSI NE SS

Master of Business  
Administration

Faisal Aboaljadayl
Dante Albano
Abdulaziz Alfallaj
Levi Algozino
Abdulrahman Almahmood
Angela Aranda
Vincent Ayala
Steven Barajas
Sean Bernard

Jessica Castro
Mischa Cole
Edna De avila
Roberto De Avila
Eleanor DeLuca
Era Doce
Ethan Gonzalez
Adrian Gubala
Sarah Hagedorn
Erika Kalita
Kamila Kalita
Alex Kehrt
Lauren Kenney
Makenna Koger
Marco Lagos
Abigail Larson
Amy Lorenz
Alexander Lulek
Angela Martinez
Luke McDermott
Jeannette Montano
Claudia Morales
Natali Natera
Raul Navarrete
Lindsey Oettel
Jorge Orduno
Mir Parvin
Karina Pekala
Kevin Pierre
Monica Ramirez
Theresa Schultz
Allison Setzke
Jerina Shemitraku
Nicole Stamatakos
Jeffrey Stauber
Anyi Tapiero
Karen Ugalde
Eveliss Zenner
Melinda Zheng

Master of Science in 
Accounting 

Gerardo Sotelo 

ROSA RY 
COL L EGE 
OF A RTS & 
SCIENCE S

Master of Science in 
Software Development 
 
Gabriela Brito 
Lewis Cafaro
Andrew Cox
Romain Delaville
David Rodriguez

D O M I N I C A N  U N I V E R S I T Y 2021C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE HONORED GUESTS

The alarming health disparities made transparent during the COVID-19 pandemic are not a surprise to Drs. David Ansell 
and Paula Grabler, partners in life, work and advocacy. Both doctors currently are affiliated with Rush University Medical 
Center, and trained at Cook County Hospital, often referred to as the health care provider of last resort for Chicago’s 
uninsured. Both know that zip code can mean more to a person’s health and life expectancy than their genetic code. And 
both are involved in efforts to combat our country’s shamefully bifurcated health care system. 

Dr. Grabler, assistant professor in the Department of Diagnostic Radiology and nuclear medicine at Rush Medical College, 
has been treating breast cancer patients for decades and has witnessed the devastating impact of cancer on Black women 
who do not have access to routine mammograms and early treatment. She is highly regarded for her holistic treatment of 
cancer patients, before and after surgery.

As senior vice president for community health equity, Dr. Ansell is leading Rush’s efforts to serve as a catalyst for the 
revitalization of Chicago’s West Side. In his critically acclaimed memoir, County: Life, Death and Politics at Chicago’s Public 
Hospital, Dr. Ansell argues that the politics revolving around health care creates a caste system that segregates people by 
insurance status and often contributes to avoidable deaths. In his second book, The Death Gap: How Inequity Kills, he asserts 
that the life expectancy gap between the Austin neighborhood and Oak Park, where he and Dr. Grabler have lived for four 
decades, is the result of systemic racism and entrenched poverty. 

HONORARY DEGREE

HONORARY DEGREE AND 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Paula Grabler, MD

David Ansell, MD
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2021C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE UNIVERSITY ACCOLADES

Dr. Elizabeth Collier is professor of business ethics and has taught 
at Dominican since 2009. She is the co-author of Religious and 
Ethics Perspectives on Global Migration; Global Migration: What’s 
Happening, Why, and a Just Response; and Good Business: Catholic 
Social Teaching at Work in the Marketplace. She also serves as an 
editor of the Journal of Religion and Business Ethics.

Collier's students and colleagues appreciate her deep commitment 
to student learning and student success.  She is passionate about 
the potential of business to be a powerful agent of social change 
and works to inspire students to understand the role of business 
within an ethical society.  

Through her work as chair of the North American chapter of the 
UN Principles for Responsible Management Education initiative, 
Collier leads efforts at Dominican and throughout the United 
States and Canada to reimagine business education. 

Andrew Cox earned his Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from the 
University of Illinois, Chicago. He has spent his lifetime working 
in the Chicagoland area, where he accumulated a diverse back-
ground of professional experiences. 

His interest in computing was re-kindled while serving as a  
nationally-certified Pilates teacher and as a drum set instructor. It 
was during this time that he began to learn to code applications 
and, shortly thereafter, discovered Dominican University’s Master 
of Science in Software Development pilot program. 

Cox interned at Dominican in his second year of the program and 
has made quite a positive impression on the Dominican  
community. His kind and enthusiastic manner towards technology 
usage and his open spirit to learning new things have embodied 
the values set forth by Dominican University. He will be the fifth 
member of his family to carry the Dominican legacy into the  
professional world.

OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD

Andrew Cox 
Master of Science in Software Development

Elizabeth Collier, PhD 
Professor of Business Ethics
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Tan Orgullosamente Dominican

A través de los años O Dominican, tu nombre será siempre 
una visión fuerte y una sabiduría verdadera que llevaremos 
para que todos las vean. 

Como la luz de la vela que llevamos, la llama de tu verdad 
brillará. Como la rosa que portamos con cuidado, la fuerza 
de tu amor nos guiará. 

En veritas y en caritas creemos que comienzan todos 
nuestros sueños, mientras seguimos a aquellos que han 
guiado nuestro camino, orgullosamente Dominican.

Por la luz de tu estrella guía, sabemos que encontraremos 
nuestra manera de construir un mundo, cercano o lejano, 
que brille con la calidez de la luz del día. 

En veritas y en caritas creemos que comienzan todos 
nuestros sueños, mientras seguimos a aquellos que han 
guiado nuestro camino, orgullosamente Dominican.

Translators: Phaulo Escalante Sanchez, Lisa Petrov

So Proudly Dominican

Through the years O Dominican, your name will forever 
be a vision strong and a widsom true that we'll carry for 
all to see.

Like the light of the candle we bear, the flame of your 
truth will shine. Like the rose that we hold with care, the 
strength of your love will guide us. 

In veritas and caritas we believe all our dreams begin, 
as we follow those who have led our way, O so proudly 
Dominican.

Through the years O Dominican, your name will forever 
be a vision strong and a widsom true that we'll carry for 
all to see.

By the light of your guiding star we know we will find 
our way, to build a world, whether near or far, that shines 
with the warmth of daylight.

In veritas and caritas we believe all our dreams begin, 
as we follow those who have led our way, O so proudly 
Dominican.

©1997 by Susan Kaszynski. All right reserved.

LYRICS TO OUR ALMA MATER

SO PROUDLY DOMINICAN
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C O M M E N C E M E N T
ACADEMIC REGALIA / MACE

The custom of wearing academic regalia goes back to the universities of the Middle Ages and adapts the style of clergy, who 
were the literate class. A long, hooded gown indicated the role of the scholar. Most of the early academic garments were black, 
but at Oxford and Cambridge, touches of color were added during the Renaissance. The regalia worn at the universities across 
Europe became increasingly colorful. Academic caps of various shapes eventually replaced the hood as a head covering.

Around 1885, American students and faculty expressed interest in wearing caps and gowns at commencement ceremonies to 
add dignity. An Intercollegiate Commission presented American institutions of higher learning with the Intercollegiate Code in 
1895, regulating the design of gowns and hoods, as well as the colors and materials to be used. It is now possible to recognize 
the degree-granting institution, as well as the degree and the field of study of the person wearing academic regalia.

The Bachelor of Arts ordinarily wears a black gown with long, pointed sleeves. The master’s gown has oblong sleeves. Bell-
shaped sleeves crossed with three wide bands of velvet indicate the doctor’s gown. Presidential gowns became traditional 
during the 20th century. They are usually designed in the institution’s colors and feature four bands of velvet on each sleeve. 
The square “Oxford Cap” (or mortarboard), with its flat crown, is worn for most degrees, although the smaller, soft cap is 
becoming more common.

Hoods for Dominican University graduate degrees have the following colors: 

	 Business: Drab
	 Conflict Resolution: White
	 Education: Light Blue
	 Library and Information Science: Yellow
	 Nutrition: Gold 
	 Physician Assistant: Green
	 Social Work: Citron
	
About The University Mace

The University Mace Bearer leads the convocation procession carrying the Dominican University mace. Originally a heavy 
club used on the medieval battlefield, the mace has become a symbol of authority. Our university mace symbolizes our 
commitment to our Catholic and Dominican mission, featuring the enduring Dominican Caritas et Veritas shield. Our mace 
was designed by Magdelena Malachowska ’99 and created by Berthold Schweiger, a local woodworker.

John Jenks, PhD, Professor of Communication and President of the Faculty Senate, is bearing the Mace at the Undergraduate 
Commencement. James Scherrer, PhD, Professor of Social Work and Vice President of the Faculty Senate, is bearing the Mace 
at the Graduate Commencement.
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La costumbre de vestir un traje académico durante el acto de graduación se remonta a las universidades durante la Edad Media 
y es una adaptación de los trajes de la clase culta de la época: el clero. La toga larga con capucha representaba a la clase culta 
y estudiada. Los primeros trajes académicos eran, en su mayoría, negros, pero en Oxford y Cambridge les agregaron toques 
de color durante el Renacimiento. En Europa las vestiduras universitarias se volvieron poco a poco más y más coloridas. Los 
birretes de graduación de diferentes formas reemplazaron a la capucha que cubría la cabeza. 

En 1885 estudiantes y profesores de los Estados Unidos expresaron su interés en usar birretes y togas para añadir dignidad 
a la ceremonia de graduación. En 1895, la Comisión Interuniversitaria presentó a las instituciones americanas de educación 
superior el Código Interuniversitario, que regulaba el diseño de togas y birretes, así como los colores y materiales que debían 
utilizarse. En la actualidad, es posible reconocer no sólo la institución que otorga el título sino también el título y el campo de 
estudio de la persona que lleva el traje académico. 

Por regla general, los egresados de Licenciaturas en Humanidades (Bachelor of Arts) usan una toga negra con mangas largas 
terminadas en punta. Quienes cuentan con un título de maestría, llevan mangas con terminación oblonga. Las togas de quienes 
obtengan un doctorado tienen mangas acampanadas y adornadas con tres cintas anchas y horizontales de terciopelo. Las togas 
presidenciales se volvieron tradicionales en el siglo XX. Normalmente son diseñadas con los colores de la institución y llevan 
cuatro cintas de terciopelo en cada manga. El birrete cuadrado conocido como “Oxford Cap”, con su corona plana, es el más 
usado por la mayoría de los títulos a pesar de que los birretes pequeños y suaves se están volviendo más comunes. 
Las togas de los graduados de Dominican tienen los siguientes colores:

Administración de Empresas: Verde musgo
Resolución de Conflictos: Blanco
Educación: Azul Celeste
Bibliotecología y Ciencias de la Información: Amarillo
Nutrición: Oro
Asistente Médico: Verde
Trabajo Social: Amarrillo limón 
 

El Mazo Universitario

El portador del mazo dirige la convocatoria en el desfile cargando el mazo de Dominican University. Originalmente, se usaba 
un palo grueso en el campo de batalla medieval, el mazo se ha convertido en un símbolo de autoridad. El mazo de nuestra 
universidad simboliza nuestro compromiso con la misión católica y dominica que demuestran el escudo de la Orden de los 
Dominicos Caritas et Veritas. Nuestro escudo fue diseñado por Magdelena Malachowska ‘99, y creado por Berthold Schweiger, 
un carpintero local.  

John Jenks, PhD, Profesor of Comunicación y Presidente del Senado del Profesorado, porta el mazo en la ceremonia de los 
graduados. James Scherrer, PhD, Profesor de Trabajo Social y Vice-Presidente del Senado del Profesorado, porta el mazo en la 
ceremonia de los posgraduados. 

TRAJES PARA LA CEREMONIA ACADÉMICA / EL MAZO
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TRUSTEES, CORPORATE MEMBERS AND  
SENIOR LEADERSHIP

Board of Trustees

Thomas D. Abrahamson, Chair
Kevin M. Killips ’79, Immediate Past Chair
Anne M. Kohler ’81, Chair Elect
Donna M. Carroll, ex officio
Patricia O’Neill Baker ’78, MBA ’90
Jean Brennan
Mary Anne Brown
Mary E. Callow ’67
Mark Carroll
Mary Ann Cronin
Paul C. Darley
Thomas Dee ’83, MBA ’93
Mark Fields
Kristen Garcia, Student trustee
Yonhee Gordon ’86
Mary Jo Herseth 
Steven Holli MBA ’98, MSA ’08
Judith A. Jewison, OP ’76
Bernadine Karge, OP
Michael Kiyosaki
Joseph Moskal
Patricia A. Mulcahey, OP ’63
Martin J. Noll 
Antonio Ortiz 
Raymond C. Parmer 
Sara Quinn, Faculty Trustee
William Rogalla 
Matthew Toles ’97
Steven R. Thomma ’76
Hugh Toner ’79, MBA ’87 

Trustees Emeriti

Richard M. King, MBA ’83
Carolyn J. Noonan Parmer ’52 
M. Catherine Crowley Ryan ’61

Corporate Members

Patricia Beckman, OP
Angelo Collins, OP
Antoinette Harris, OP
Pamela Mitchell, OP
Elizabeth Pawlicki, OP
Colleen Settles, OP, Corporate Chair

Kathleen Theis, OP ’65

Sponsors Council

Judith Schaefer, OP, Liaison

Senior Leadership

Donna M. Carroll  
President
Jeffrey Carlson 
Provost and Vice President  
for Academic Affairs
Sara Acosta 
Vice President for  
Advancement
Genaro Balcazar 
Vice President for  
Enrollment Management and Marketing
Todd Kleine 
Interim Chief Information Officer
Claire Noonan 
Vice President for  
Mission and Planning
Precious Porras 
Chief Diversity Officer
Barrington Price 
Vice President for  
Student Success and Engagement
Mark Titzer 
Vice President for Finance 
and Administration, Treasurer 

2021C O M M E N C E M E N T

Congratulations, Graduates!

As you set out to write your 
next chapter, please know that 
you will always find a home 

here at Dominican.


