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Public elementary and secondary school 
enrollment: 2010 to 2060 projected

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “2010 Census of the Population, National Projections, 2012 –
2060, Current Population.” 
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Enrollment in higher education is changing

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, “Digest of Education Statistics,2017.” Table 306.20.
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Dominican enrollments reflect this changing 
demographic: Undergraduate

Source: DU Office of Institutional Effectiveness, 2018.
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Dominican enrollments reflect this changing 
demographic: Graduate

Source: DU Office of Institutional Effectiveness, 2018.
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Deep economic gaps persist for Latinos and 
African American families across the nation

Median family income in constant dollars

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “Statistical Abstract of the United States,” Income, Expenditures, 
Poverty, and Wealth Table 697, http://census.gov/compendia/statab/2012/tables/12s0697.pdf
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Completing College Improves Economic 
Mobility

Source: The Pew Charitable Trusts, Pursuing the American Dream: Economic Mobility Across 
Generations (The Pew Charitable Trusts, 2012)
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Low-income individuals are 5 TIMES more likely 
to move out of poverty if they attain a college 
degree – yet completion gaps persist

Source: Institute for Higher Education Policy Access to Attainment Brief, 2017
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Dominican low-income students (Pell-eligible) 
graduate at rates higher than low-income 
students across the nation

Source: Institute for Higher Education Policy Access to Attainment Brief, 2017
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Too few students of color complete college –
degree attainment in the U.S.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “Statistical Abstract of the United States,” Income, Expenditures, 
Poverty, and Wealth Table 8, http://census.gov/compendia/statab/2012/tables/dt12_008.pdf
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Graduate degree attainment in the US: equity gaps 
persist overall but shrink among those who 
achieve the BA 
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Comparing 4-year graduation rates across 
peers or aspirant institutions and the nation

Source: Office of Institutional Effectiveness 2018 and National Center for Education Statistics 2018 
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DU outpacing peers and competitors in 
predicted versus actual graduation rates

Source: US News Comparative Data 2018-19
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DU outpacing peers and competitors in 
predicted versus actual graduation rates

Source: US News Comparative Data 2018-19

54%
59%

74%

59%
62% 63%

78%

58%

Dominican Peer institutions Aspirant Institutions Competitor Institutions

+ 4 point gain

+ 4 point gain

+ 8 point gain

- 1 point gap

Predicted      Actual Predicted      Actual Predicted      Actual Predicted      Actual



Today’s college-going population looks different 
from a traditional profile 
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Partying

Performing household/childcare duties***

Participating in student clubs/grps***

Studying/homework ***

Socializing w friends in person***

Exercising/sports

Using social media

Working**

In your last year in HS, how much time did you spend per 
week doing the following?

5 hrs or less 6 to 15 hrs More than 15 hrs

(< Comp Grp)

(< Comp Grp)

(> Comp Grp)

(> Comp Grp)

Source: FA18 CIRP Freshmen 
Survey

(< Comp Grp)

> Comp Grp = DU students spent significantly more time doing this activity  
< Comp Grp = DU students spent significantly  less time doing this activity



Source: FA08 and FA18 CIRP
Freshmen Survey

49%

63%

67%

67%

73%

84%

68%

64%

70%

82%

86%

89%

90%

92%

To make me a more cultured person

To prepare for graduate/professional
school

To gain a general ed. and appreciation
of ideas

To be able to make more money

To get training for a specific career

To learn more about things that
interest me

To be able to get a better job

2018 2008

Factors considered VERY IMPORTANT in the decision 
to go to (any) college

Comparing 2008 vs. 2018



Source: FA18 CIRP
Freshmen Survey
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To please my family***

To make me a more cultured person***

To prepare for graduate/professional
school**

To gain a general ed. and appreciation of
ideas*

To be able to make more money***

To get training for a specific career**

To learn more about things that interest
me***

To be able to get a better job*

Factors considered VERY IMPORTANT in the 
decision to go to (any) college

Dominican Freshmen Comparison Group

* Difference statistically significant at the .05 level
** Difference statistically significant at the .01 level
*** Difference statistically significant at the .001 level


