
ANNOTATION GUIDE 
Remember to read, then re-read as you annotate. 
 
Symbol Meaning 

 
Star 
 

Main Idea or Key Detail 
Read and re-read to identify the main idea and relevant details! 
Use the headings as a guide. 
 

 
Question Mark ? 
 

Question or Confusion 
I don’t understand, I should look this up or ask my professor! 
I still have lingering questions about this concept. 
 

 
Circle  
 

Unfamiliar Word 
Make sure to write the definition by the word or at the bottom of the page! 

 
Exclamation Point ! 
 

Connection 
I can connect this concept to another class, or from my prior 
knowledge/experiences! 
 

 
Underline ______ 

Quotes/Statistics/Evidence 
Underline sparingly. 
If you have a writing assignment, you can use the prompt to guide what you 
need to underline. 
 

 
 


