




Peter Alonzi, professor of economics, Brennan School of  
Business, co-authored the paper “Prisoner’s Dilemma Applied and 
in the Classroom: The TV Game Show Friend or Foe” published 
in Primus. He was also reappointed by the National Futures 
Association to its education/testing  advisory committee.

Judy Beto ’73, professor of nutrition sciences, Rosary College 
of Arts and Sciences, presented a lecture, “Nutrition and Renal 
Disease,” at the Northwestern University Feinberg School of 
Medicine. At the American Society for Enteral and Parenteral 
Nutrition’s annual meeting in Chicago, she presented “Morbid 
Obesity in Chronic Kidney Disease: Is There a Role for Gastric 
Bypass?” She currently serves as elected trustee for the American 
Kidney Fund, a national charity that awards more than $100 
million each year in direct aid to dialysis patients. She also serves 
as an elected member of the certification commission for the 
Research Chefs Association. She is a member of the American 
Dietetic Association’s Nutrition Care Process/Standardized 
Language Committee. Additionally, she received a 2007 Volunteer 
Recognition Award from the Ray Graham Association for People 
With Disabilities in recognition of two years of service as chair of 
the Ray Graham Foundation Board of Directors. 

Jean Bevier, instructor of graphic design, Rosary College of Arts 
and Sciences, received the 2007 Gold Award from the University & 
College Designers Association at the organization’s annual design 
conference in Toronto. Additionally, she was granted emeritus 
member status by the UCDA Board of Directors in recognition of 
her contributions to promoting standards of excellence in visual 
communications for educational institutions; fewer than two 
dozen designers have received this honor.

Sr. Jeanne Crapo, OP, professor emerita of English, Rosary 
College of Arts and Sciences and university archivist, presented 
a paper titled “On the Road with Gerard Manley Hopkins” at the 
International Hopkins Summer School in Monasterevin, Ireland.

Bill Crowley, professor, Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science, presented a paper titled “Don’t Let Google 
and the Pennypinchers Get You Down: Libraries and Librarianship 
in the Age of Technology” at the British Columbia Library 
Association’s Annual Conference in Burnaby, British Columbia.

Sr. Mary Clemente Davlin, OP, professor emerita of English, 
Rosary College of Arts and Sciences, presented a paper titled “The 
Hand and Touch of God in Piers Plowman and Medieval Art” at 
the Christianity and Culture Conference in York, England.

Samina Hadi-Tabassum, associate professor, School of 
Education, presented a paper titled “Fragmentation and Isolation 
in a Postmodern World” at the University of Pennsylvania’s Urban 
Ethnography Conference. 

Krista Hansen, assistant professor of theatre arts, Rosary College of Arts 
and Sciences, and artistic director for the Theatre Arts Lab Series, has 
joined the cast for the touring production Erasing the Distance: People 
I Know. The show, produced by Cheryl’s Dreaming Big, explores the 
true stories of individuals and families coping with mental health issues 
(such as depression, anxiety, eating and bipolar disorders). Erasing the 
Distance tours to high schools, universities, churches and community 
organizations in addition to holding public theatre performances.

Steve Harrington, associate professor of accounting, Brennan School 
of Business, and Anne Drougas, professor of finance and quantitative 
methods, wrote “Financial Statement Analysis, Value Investing and 
Benjamin Graham: An Introductory Assignment for Undergraduate 
Business Majors,” which was published in the fall 2007 edition of the 
Journal of the Academy of Business Education.

Therese Hogan ’79, associate professor of special education and 
director of special education programs, School of Education, has 
completed three new videos in a series for the Infinitec Media 
Production Service of United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Chicago. The 
videos—Warm Them Up to Writing: Working With Reluctant Writers, 
Learning While Laughing: Teaching Decoding Using Humorous 
Reading and Learning While Laughing: Teaching Vocabulary and 
Comprehension Using Humorous Readings—are designed to provide 
professional and personal development for educators, paraprofessionals 
and parents.

Martha Jacob, instructor, sociology and criminology, Rosary College of 
Arts and Sciences, co-authored a study funded by the National Institute 
on Aging and published in the Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences. 
The study explored the relationship between state spending on home- 
and community-based services and the risk of nursing home admissions 
among childless seniors.

John Jenks, associate professor of journalism, Rosary College of Arts 
and Sciences, was re-elected vice head of the small programs interest 
group at the August convention of the Association for Education in 
Journalism and Mass Communication in Washington, DC. At the 
convention, he also moderated a panel titled “Stretching the Shoestring: 
Journalism Education on a Budget.” In addition, Jenks presented a 
lecture in November on war propaganda as part of the Oak Park/River 
Forest/Forest Park Big Read program.

Tracy Jennings, assistant professor of fashion, Rosary College of Arts 
and Sciences, won the Best Professional Design Award at the American 
Association of Family and Consumer Sciences conference in Reno, NV 
for her eco-friendly garment made of a new 100 percent-sustainable 
and recyclable fiber manufactured from corn.

Bill Kerr, assistant professor of graphic design, Rosary College of Arts 
and Sciences, had a project featured in the December issue of American 
Patchwork and Quilting magazine. FunQuilts, a quilt-design firm he 
co-owns, developed a kit for a contemporary take on a traditional crazy 
quilt for the magazine. Additionally, during the summer, FunQuilts was 
featured by an online quilting program, the quiltshow.com. Kerr also led 
quilting workshops in Flagstaff, AZ and upstate New York.
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Adrian Kok, assistant professor, Graduate School of Social Work, 
presented a paper entitled “Best Practices in Teaching Older Adults 
Computers” at the fourth International Conference on Technology, 
Knowledge and Society in Boston, MA. Additionally, he was appointed to 
a three-year position as a faculty mentor by the Council of Social Work 
Education to supervise and provide guidance to faculty participating in 
the curriculum-development institutes designed to infuse gerontology 
content in the social work curriculum.

Nkuzi Michael Nnam, associate professor of African and African-
American studies, Rosary College of Arts and Sciences, published 
Colonial Mentality in Africa. He also presented a paper titled “Igbo 
Epistemology and the Family” at the 33rd Annual Third World 
Conference in Chicago, and he read a paper titled “Igbo Epistemology: 
An African Theory of Knowledge” at the 31st Annual National 
Conference of the National Council for Black Studies in San Diego, 
CA. He also presented a paper titled “Colonial Mentality in Africa” at 
the 15th Annual Conference of the National Association of African-
American Studies at Baton Rouge, LA.

Christina Perez, assistant professor of sociology, Rosary College of Arts 
and Sciences, recently published a book, Caring for Them From Birth 
to Death: The Practice of Community-Based Cuban Medicine. 

Chad Rohman, professor of English, Rosary College of Arts and 
Sciences, published an article titled “A River ‘Ready for Business’: 
Life Down the Mississippi as a Main Undercurrent in Mark Twain’s 
Pudd’nhead Wilson” in the spring 2007 edition of American Literary 
Realism. His review of Joe B. Fulton’s The Reverend Mark Twain: 
Theological Burlesque, Form and Content appeared in the Mark 
Twain Annual.

Susan Strawn, assistant professor of apparel design and 
merchandising, Rosary College of Arts and Sciences, presented a 
talk titled “Returning Navajo-Churro Sheep for Navajo Weaving” 
to the Seattle Textile and Rug Society. In November, she presented 
two papers—“Transitions in Traditional Religious Dress in a 
Communalistic Society” and “Incorporating Ethical Dialogs into 
Undergraduate Textile Science Studies”—at the International Textile 
and Apparel Association. Strawn also lectured on fashions of World War 
I as part of the Oak Park/River Forest/Forest Park Big Read program, 
spotlighting her recently published book, Knitting America. 

Mickey Sweeney, professor of English, Rosary College of Arts and 
Sciences, gave a lecture in November on The Franklin’s Tale, one of 
Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, as part of the River Forest Public 
Library’s series of Fireside Chats.

Carol Tallarico, assistant professor, Brennan School of Business, 
published an article titled “Does Simultaneity Matter? The Relationship 
between Economic Growth, Income Inequality, Corruption, and 
Political Instability” in the Journal of Academy of Business and 
Economics. In October, she presented information from the article to 
the International Academy of Business and Economics in Las Vegas, 
NV. She also gave a presentation titled “The Chicago VOC Trading 
Program 2000-2006: Hot Spots and Environmental Justice” to the 
Illinois Economics Association in Chicago, as part of the environmental 
economics session she organized. 

Tonia Bernardi Triggiano, assistant professor of Italian, Rosary College 
of Arts and Sciences, presented a paper titled “The Curriculum of 
Battista da Montefeltro-Malatesta” at the 2007 Patristic, Medieval and 
Renaissance Conference at Villanova University. 

Edward J. Valauskas, instructor, Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science, appeared on WTTW’s Chicago Tonight to discuss a 
rare botanical book, Temple of Flora, acquired by the Garden Library of 
the Chicago Botanic Garden. 

Michelle Van Natta, assistant professor of sociology, Rosary College of 
Arts and Sciences, helped organize a conference at DePaul University 
as a member of the Community Accountability Planning Group. The 
conference, entitled “Paving New Roads: Communities Engaged in 
Resisting Violence,” highlighted innovative anti-violence work taking 
place in the Chicago area. 

Clodagh Weldon, associate professor of theology, Rosary College of 
Arts and Sciences, published an article titled “Teaching Theology in a 
Catholic University: Highlights from the Dominican Tradition” in the 
spring 2007 issue of The Dominican Torch. 

Regina Wolfe, Christopher Chair in Business Ethics, Brennan School 
of Business, gave a presentation of research, titled “Alleviating Poverty 
in a Globalized Economy,” at the International Association for Business 
and Society in Florence, Italy. She took part in a panel presentation, 
“The End of Foreign Aid as We Know It: The Profitable Alleviation of 
Poverty in a Globalized Economy,” at the European Business Ethics 
Network annual conference in Leuven, Belgium. She presented a paper, 
“Advancing Women’s Roles in Business: Can the Calvert Women’s 
Principles Help?,” at the 14th annual Vincentian Business Ethics 
Conference in Chicago, IL. She also took part in a panel presentation, 
“The Consistent Ethic of Life: 25 Years Later,” at the Society of Christian 
Ethics annual meeting in Atlanta, GA.

Father Richard Woods, OP, professor of theology, Rosary College 
of Arts and Sciences, presented a paper titled “The Spirituality of the 
Early Irish Saints” at the Christian Heritage Conference on Irish Saints 
and Celtic Spirituality in Armagh, Northern Ireland. In addition, he 
presented “Varieties of Mystical Experience Today: A Common Context” 
at the Mysticism and Monotheism Conference at Boston University. The 
conference explored the possibilities of a new PBS series on the mystical 
dimensions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam. He also presented a 
series of lectures titled “Spirituality for a Possible Future” at a retreat-
workshop at the Graduate Theology Institute at St. Michael’s College in 
Vermont; the series examined the consequences of globalization, climate 
change and their implications for Christian spirituality in the decades 
to come.

Noelle Allen Wright, assistant professor of sculpture, Rosary College of 
Arts and Sciences, exhibited her work in the 12x12 New Artists/New Work 
Series at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March
Art Exhibit: Annual Juried Student Exhibition
Wednesday, March 26 through Friday, April 4, O’Connor Art Gallery

April
Siena Center Lecture: Kristin Heyer—“Pursuing the Good We 
Share in Common”
Thursday, April 3, 7:30 p.m., Priory Auditorium 

Student Fashion Show: The Future of Fashion
Saturday, April 5 at 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., Sunday, April 6 at  
3:00 p.m., Lund Auditorium

BSB Lecture: Paul Schneider—“Understanding What Your  
Career Is in Today’s Corporate Environment”
Monday, April 7, 7:00 p.m., Bluhm Lecture Hall

Lecture: Stephen Kinzer—“Iraq After Five Years of Occupation: 
Did Intervention Work?”
Wednesday, April 9, 7:00 p.m., Springer Suite, Rebecca Crown Library

Theatre Arts Lab Series: Toys in the Attic
Friday, April 11 and Saturday, April 12 at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, April 13  
at 3:00 p.m., Martin Recital Hall

Alumnae/i Remembrance Mass
Sunday, April 13, 11:00 a.m., Rosary Chapel

Art Exhibit: Senior Thesis Exhibit—Group One
Sunday, April 13 through Friday, April 18, O’Connor Art Gallery

24th Annual Latino Film Festival: El Sueño del Paraíso  
(The Dream of Paradise)
Monday, April 14, 7:00 p.m., Martin Recital Hall

Siena Center Lecture: E.J. Dionne Jr.—“The Common Good:  
Will We Ever Hear About It in a Campaign?”
Tuesday, April 15, 7:30 p.m., Lund Auditorium

Lazerow Lecture: Rosalind W. Picard—“From Tin Man to  
Cyborg: Technology and Emotional Intelligence”
Wednesday, April 16, 6:00 p.m., Martin Recital Hall

Traditions Series Concert: The American Beauty Project, a  
Tribute to the Grateful Dead
Saturday, April 19, 7:30 p.m., Lund Auditorium

Lecture: Steven Kinzer—“America’s Role in the 21st Century: 
Suggestons for the New President”
Tuesday, April 22, 7:00 p.m., Springer Suite, Rebecca Crown Library

Follett Lecture: Steven L. Herb—“Life, Literacy and the Pursuit  
of Happiness: The Importance of Libraries in the Lives of  
Young Children”
Wednesday, April 23, 6:00 p.m., Martin Recital Hall

Annual Business Forum on Corporate Governance
Friday, April 25, 7:30 a.m., University Club of Chicago

Poetry Now! Festival of Poetry
Saturday, April 26, 9:00 a.m., Parmer Hall

Art Exhibit: Senior Thesis Exhibit—Group Two
Sunday, April 27 through Friday, May 2, O’Connor Art Gallery

Siena Center St. Catherine of Siena Celebration: Zeni Fox—
“Gifted Women, Needful Church”
Tuesday, April 29, 7:00 p.m., Priory Chapel and Auditorium

May
Baccalaureate Mass
Friday, May 2, 5:30 p.m., Rosary Chapel

Candle and Rose Ceremony
Friday, May 2, dusk, Quad

Commencement
Saturday, May 3, undergraduate commencement at 11:00 a.m., 
graduate commencement at 3:00 p.m., Lund Auditorium

Blues and the Spirit Symposium
Thursday, May 22 through Saturday, May 24, Main Campus

Traditions Series Concert: Blues and the Spirit Symposium 
Performance—Otis Clay with Sharon Lewis
Friday, May 23, 7:30 p.m., Lund Auditorium

June
Reunion
Friday, June 6 through Sunday, June 8

10th Annual Golf Outing
Monday, June 23, Ravisloe Country Club, Homewood, IL

July
Graduate Information Session
Thursday, July 17, 5:30 p.m., Parmer Hall

August
Academic Convocation
Monday, August 25, 4:00 p.m., Lund Auditorium

September
Traditions Series Concert: Abigail Washburn and the  
Sparrow Quartet
Saturday, September 13, 7:30 p.m., Lund Auditorium

Siena Center Lecture: Alexia Kelley—“Creation, the  
Ultimate Common Good”
Tuesday, September 16, 7:30 p.m., Priory Auditorium

Latino Film Festival Candle and Rose CeremonyOtis Clay



Candle and Rose Ceremony

SR. MARY WOODS, OP ’45

PARMER HALL
REFLECTIONS ON

Current Position  Professor emerita of chemistry; individual 
tutor to the rising number of chemistry students

Dominican University Connections: Rosary College alumna 
with degrees in chemistry and math; member of the Sinsinawa 
Dominicans; 41 years of teaching; former university trustee; 
Caritas Veritas Award recipient; member of the Rosarians; 
class agent for class of 1945; volunteer for Project OPUS; 
member of the Albertus Magnus Society for the Intersection  
of Religion and Science; aunt of Rosalie Woods Bliss ’79 

Notable Accomplishments: PhD in chemistry; approximately 
30 published papers; more than 20 years as a research 
associate with James C. Sullivan at Argonne National Laboratory, 
investigating the kinetic reactions of the actinide series of 
radioactive elements; member emerita of the American Chemical 
Society; and namesake of The Sr. Mary C. Woods, OP Chemistry 
Research Lab for student/faculty collaborative research—Parmer 
Hall, Room 332—funded by friends and former students

Favorite Activities: Teaching chemistry—I still find it fulfilling 
to ponder the richness of this science, especially alongside 
our students. My other favorite activities are simply the result 
of living on Dominican’s beautiful grounds, with access to 
lectures, concerts, liturgies and colleagues.

Best Dominican Experience: The influence of Sr. Alberic Runde, 
OP ’24—she inspired me with her all-encompassing curiosity. 
She would sit in her office on the second floor of the science 
building—an office that later became mine—in a student’s 
wooden desk-chair surrounded by stacks of reading material 
on the floor: Fortune, Commonweal, Time, poetry, a recent 
theological study, and philosophy (her friend, Sr. Jocelyn, 
taught the subject; they carried on a lifelong debate about 
whether the atom was real). She was the most amazing woman 
I’ve ever met, and she showed me the joys of a Dominican life.

Reflections on Parmer Hall: I find it exciting the way different 
areas of study are brought together. The crossover between 
biology, chemistry, neurology, psychology, nutrition: there’s 
so much potential there. Our students want to be doctors, 
chemists, pharmacists, veterinarians—and they will be better 
prepared for their work thanks to these resources. We have 
de-ionized water right out of the tap. We have space devoted 
to student/faculty research. We have classrooms designed 
with windows into the hallways, so when you walk through the 
building, you see all of the students standing at the hoods  
(the protective ventilation) performing their experiments, 
usually with the help of some new instruments. That activity 
changes the learning experience, just as observing it from the 
hallway raises the sense of excitement, of discovery in every 
room. And to have this all in such a beautiful building—we 
have been entrusted with so much.
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Senior Sandra Vega produced 

this illustration of John C. 

and Carolyn J. Parmer Hall as 

part of the advanced graphic 

design class annual project 

to create the university’s 

Christmas card. Vega is among 

the first group of students to 

be able to start the project 

by using images of the newly 

completed academic building.
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